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Amendments t " the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Currently Amended) A method of encoding at least a 
portion of an image, comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining a region of an image having pixels at 
locations identifiable by two non-collinear .xes, each pixel 

having an appearance; 

(b) analyzing axis-wise said pixels to determine seguences 
of pixels having substantially identical appearance; 

(c) comparing a sequence of pixels occurring along a fxrst 
axis-wise traverse with a sequence of pixels occurring along a 
successive axis-wise traverse; 

(d) in the event that said comparison discloses two or 
more successive traverses having an identical number of distinct 
appearances in an identical progression. recording a number 
corresponding to the number of such successive traverses, 
recording for said first traverse a series of ordered paxrs 
comprising a first value representing the appearance and a 
.econd value representing the number of successive pixels hav.ng 
said appearance, and recording for each successive traverse a 
series of values corresponding to said second value of each 
ordered pair; 
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(e) in the event that said coinparison fails to disclose 
two or more successive traverses having an identical number of 
distinct appearances in an identical progression, recording the 
number one and recording for said traverse a series of ordered 
pairs comprising a first value representing the appearance and a 
second value representing the number of successive pixels having 

said appearance; and 

(f) repeating steps (c) , (d) and (e) until said pixels of 

said region are completely encoded^, 

rpcordinq of ^ ach successive traverse includes 
r-..n.ordinq the ^^ries of v alues correspoT^di nq to said second 
each order ed r>air without recording the first valu e 
f^^.-pr-f^sgntina the appearance. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 52 wherein 
said axis-wise traverse comprises traversing a selected one of a 

row and a coluinn. 

54. (Previously Presented) A method of decoding an image 
encoded according to the method of claim 52, the method of 
decoding comprising the steps of: 

(a) reading from a memory a location of a region within an 
image, said region defined by one or more pixels at locations 
identifiable . by two non-collinear axes, each pixel having an 
appecLrance ; 

(b) reading from said memory a number corresponding to the 
number of successive traverses along one of said two non- 
collinear axes, said traverses having an identical number of 
distinct appearances in an identical progression; 
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(c) reading a series of ordered pairs comprising a first 
value representing an appearance and a second value representing 
the number of successive pixels having said appearance 

(d> rendering pixels along said traverse according to said 
series of ordered pairs; 

(e) in the event that said nxAJTiber read in step (b) is 
greater than one, repeating a nuinber of times ecjual to said 
number read in step (b) reduced by one the steps of: 

(1) reading from memory a series of values 
corresponding to said second value of each ordered pair read in 
step (c) ; and 

(2) for each such value read in step (e)(1), 
rendering a sequences of pixels corresponding to said second 
value, each pixel having an appearance corresponding to said 
first value of said ordered pair read in step (c) ; and 

(f) repeating steps (b) through (e) until said pixels of 
said region are completely rendered - 

55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 54 wherein 
said axis-wise traverse comprises traversing a selected one of a 
row and a column . 

56. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 54 wherein 
rendering a pixel conprises displaying said pixel using at least 
one of a color, a brightness, a blinking, a flashing, and a 
display mode. 
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57. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 54 further 
comprising the step of recording on a computer-readable medium a 
representation of said rendering of pixels in said region. 

58-64. (Cancelled) 

65. (Previously Presented) A method of encoding at least 
a portion of an image, comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining a region of an image having pixels at 
locations identifiable by two non-collinear axes. each pixel 

having an appearance; 

(b) defining pixels in said image that represent a 
background, said background having a characteristic backgro^Ind 
appearance; 

(d) comparing a sequence of pixels occurring along a first 
axis-wise traverse with a sequence of pixels occurring along a 
successive axis-wise traverse; 

(e) in the event that said comparison discloses two or 
more successive traverses having an identical number of distinct 
appearances in an identical progression: 

(i) recording a nximber N corresponding to the number 

of such successive traverses; 

(ii) for the first of such successive traverses, 
recording for each secjuence of pixels having a distinct 
appearance different from said characteristic background 
appearance an ordered triple comprising a first value 
representing said appearance, a second value representing the 
number of successive pixels having said appearance, and a third 
value representing an offset defining a starting position of 
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said two or more successive pixels with respect to a pixel at a 
knovm position; 

(iii) for the following of said N minus one 

traverses, recording for each sequence of pixels having a 
distinct appearance different from said characteristic 
background appearance an ordered double comprising a first 
quantity representing the number of successive pixels having 
said appearance indicated by the first value of the ordered 
triple recorded for the corresponding sequence of pixels in the 
first traverse, and a second quantity representing an offset 
defining a starting position of said two or more successive 
pixels with respect to a pixel at a known position; 

(f ) in the event that said comparison fails to discloses 
two or more successive traverses having an identical number of 
distinct appearances in an identical progression, recording the 
number one and recording for said traverse a series of ordered 
triples comprising a first value representing an appearance 
different from said characteristic background appearance, a 
second value representing the number of successive pixels having 
said appearance, and a third value representing an offset 
defining a starting position of said two or more successive 
pixels with respect to a pixel at a known position; and 

(g) repeating steps (c) , (d) , (e) and (f) until said 
pixels of said region having an appearance different from said 
characteristic background appearance are completely encoded. 

66. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 65 wherein 
defining two non-collinear axes comprises defining a row and a 
coliimn. 
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67. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 65 wherein 
analyzing a pixel to determine an appearance comprises analyzing 
for at least one of a color, a brightness, and a display mode, 

68. (Previously Presented) A method of decoding at least 
a portion of an image encoded according to the method of claim 
65, the method of decoding comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining a region of an image having pixels at 
locations identifiable by two non-collinear axes, each pixel 

having an appearance; 

(b) defining a characteristic background appearance ; 

(c) reading from a record a number N corresponding to a 
nuntoer of successive traverses having an identical number o£ 
distinct appearances in an identical progression; 

(d) if the number N is one: 

(1) reading for said traverse a series of ordered 
triples comprising a first value representing an appearance 
different from said characteristic background appearance, a 
second value representing the number of successive pixels having 
said appearance, and a third value representing an offset 
defining a starting position of said two or more successive 
pixels with respect to a pixel at a known position; and 

(2) for each ordered triple, rendering with said 
appearance said number of successive pixels having said 
appearance beginning at said starting position with respect to a 
pixel at a known position,- 

(e) if the number N is greater than one, for the first 
traverse, performing steps (d)(1) and (d)(2), and for each 
traverse of the further N minus one traverses: 
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(1) reading for each traverse a series of ordered 
doubles comprising a first quantity representing the nurnber of 
successive pixels having said appearance indicated by the first 
value of the ordered triple recorded for the corresponding 
sequence of pixels in the first traverse, and a second quantity 
representing an offset defining a starting position of said two 
or more successive pixels with respect to a pixel at a known 
position; and 

(2) for each ordered double, rendering with said 
appearance said number of successive pixels having said 
appearance beginning at said starting position with respect to a 
pixel at a known position; 

(f) repeating steps (c) , (d) and (e) until said pixels of 
said region having an appearance different from said 
characteristic background appearance are completely encoded; and 

(g) for any pixel in said region, of said image that has 
not been rendered in steps (d) , (e) and (f), rendering said 
pixel using a characteristic background appearance, 

69- (Previously Presented)"^ The method of claim 68 wherein* 
defining two non-collinear axes comprises defining a row and a 
column. 

70* (Previously Presented) The method of claim 68 wherein 
rendering a pixel comprises displaying said pixel using at least 
one of a color, a brightness, a blinking, a flashing, and a 
display mode. 
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71. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 68 further 
comprising the step of recording on a computer-readable medium a 
representation of said rendering of pixels in said region. 

72. (Cancelled) 

73. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[72]] 52 , 
wherein two successive traverses are determined to have an 
identical number of distinct appearances in an identical 
progression even when a first second value associated with a 
particular appearance in a first traverse is different from a 
second value associated with an identical appearance in a 
corresponding second traverse. 



-9- 



PAGE 35141 ' RCVD AT 71/12004 S:56:40 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/2 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:626 577 8800 ' DURATION (mm-ss): 10-58 



